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Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper 
Executioners sanitized accounts of deaths I in n federal cases 


CHICAGO (AP) — Execu- 
tioners who put 13 inmates 
to death in the last months 
of the Trump administration 
likened the process of dying 
by lethal injection to falling 
asleep and called gurneys 
"beds" and final breaths 
"snores. But those tranquil 
accounts are at odds with 
reports by The Associated 
Press and other media wit- 
nesses of how prisoners’ 
stomachs rolled, shook and 
shuddered as the pento- 
barbital took effect inside 
the U.S. penitentiary death 
chamber in Terre Haute, 
Indiana. The AP witnessed 
every execution. The sworn 
accounts by executioners, 
which government. filings 
cited as evidence the le- 
thal injections were going 


smoothly, raise questions 
about whether © officials 
misled courts to ensure 


the executions scheduled 
from July to mid-January 
were done before death 
penalty opponent Joe Bi- 
den became president. 
secrecy surrounded alll as- 
pects of the executions. 
Courts relied on those car- 
rying them out fo volunteer 
information about glitches. 
None of the executioners 
mentioned any. Questions 
about whether inmates’ 
midsections trembled as 
media witnesses described 
were a focus of litigation 
throughout the run of ex- 
ecutions. Inmates’ lawyers 
argued it proved pento- 
barbital caused flash pul- 
monary edema, in which 
fluid rushes through quickly 
disintegrating membranes 
into lungs and. airways, 
causing pain akin to being 


suffocated or drowned. 
Continued on next page 
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This March 22, 1995, file photo shows the interior of the execution chamber in the U.S. Penitentiary 
in Terre Haute, Ind. 

Associated Press 
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This photo provided by the U.S. Department of Justice shows a 
vial of pentobarbital used in the executions of two inmates in 
July 2020, according to court filings. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front its execution methods that 
The U.S. Constitution prohib- are "cruel and unusual." 
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The discrepancies could in- 
crease pressure on Biden to 
declare his administration 
won't execute any of the 
roughly 50 federal inmates 
still on death row. Activists 
want him to go further by 
backing a bill abolishing 
the federal death penalty. 
Biden hasn't sooken about 
any specific action. 

During the Sept. 22 ex- 
ecution of William LeCroy, 
convicted of killing Geor- 
gia nurse Joann Lee Tiesler 
in 2001, the 50-year-old's 
stomach area heaved un- 
controllably immediately 
after the pentobarbital in- 
jection. It lasted about a 
minute, according to the 
AP and other reports. 
Executioner Eric Williams 
stood next to LeCroy as he 
died. But Williams made 
only cursory reference to 
the rise and fall" of LeC- 
roy's abdomen in his ac- 
count. Shortly after serving 
in five of the recent execu- 
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tions, Williams was named 
the interim warden of the 
high-profile New York City 
lockuo where Jeffrey Ep- 
stein died in 2019. 

"During the entirety of the 
execution, LeCroy did not 
appear to be in any sort 
of distress, discomfort, or 
pain,’ Williams wrote. "A 
short time after he took a 
deep breath and snored, It 
appeared to me that LeC- 
roy was in a deep, comfort- 
able sleep." 

The distinctive jerking and 
jolting was visible in at least 
half the executions, ac- 
cording to the AP and oth- 
er media accounts. Among 
multiple executioner ac- 
counts, none described 
any such movements. All 
employed the same sleep 
metaphors. 

When Donald — Trump's 
Justice Department an- 
nounced in 2019 it'd re- 
sume executions after a 17- 
year hiatus, it said if would 
use pentobarbital alone. 
Manufacturers were no 
longer willing to supply the 
combination of drugs used 
in three federal executions 


— from 2001 to 2003, explain- 


ing they didn't want drugs 
meant to save lives to be 
used for killing. 


| One point of contention 


during the litigation was 
whether, even if pulmonary 
edema did occur, inmates 
could feel it after they ap- 
peared to be knocked 
out. Experts for the prison- 
ers said the drug paralyzes 
the body, masking the pain 


= orisoners could feel as they 


died. 

None of those executed 
appeared to writhe in pain. 
But audio from the death 
chamber to the media 
viewing room was switched 
off just prior to the injec- 
tions, sO journalists couldn't 
hear if inmates groaned or 
complained of pain. 
William Breeden, a spiritual 
adviser in the chamber 
when 52-year-old Corey 
Johnson was executed 
on Jan. 14 after his 1992 


conviction of killing seven 
people, said in a filing the 
next day that "Corey said 
his hands and mouth were 
burning" after the injection. 
Federal Bureau of Prisons 
attorney Rick Winter said 
in response that neither he 
nor anyone in a govern- 
ment witness room heard 
that. 

Some pain doesn't neces- 
sarily mean an execution 
method violates prohibi- 
tions against “cruel and 
Unusual" punishment, the 
Supreme Court ruled in 
2019. The Constitution, the 
5-4 majority opinion said, 
"does not guarantee a pris- 
oner a painless death — 
something that, of course, 
isn't Quaranteed to many 
people.’ Government law- 
yers, eager to carry on and 
avoid any potential delays, 
sought to discredit the jour- 
nalists;' accounts. 

In an Oct. 8 filing, govern- 
ment expert Kendall Von 
Crowns, who. didn't. wit- 
ness the executions, relied 
on executioners’ descrip- 
tions to suggest journalists 
misoperceived what they 
saw. He noted that LeC- 
roy's executioner "does not 
state that there was any 
irregular or uncontrolled 
heaving." If was more likely, 
he said, that journalists saw 
"hyperventilation due to 
the anxiety associated with 
his impending death." 

The Federal Bureau of Pris- 
ons declined to comment 
on why lawyers represent- 
ing the agency relied on 
experts who had not ob- 
served executions in person 
and whether executioners: 
statements may have mis- 
led courts. 

IN an evidentiary hearing in 
U.S. District Court in Wash- 
ington, D.C., on Sept. 18 — 
when eight executions had 
yet to be carried out — 
government attorneys ob- 
jected when inmates’ law- 
yers asked Crowns about 
media reports of midsec- 
tion movements in three of 
the first five executions. LL) 
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U.S. govt seizes over 1OM phony! N95 masks | in COVID-19 probe 


By COLLEEN LONG 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fec- 
eral agents have seized 
more than 10 million fake 
3M brand N95 masks in re- 
cent weeks, the result of 
an ongoing investigation 
into counterfeits sold in at 
least five states to hospitals, 
medical facilities and gov- 
ernment agencies. 

The most recent seizures Oc- 
curred Wednesday when 
Homeland Security agents 
interceoted hundreds of 
thousands of counterfeit 
3M masks in an East Coast 
warehouse that were set to 
be distributed, officials said. 
Investigators also notified 
about 6,000 potential vic- 
tims in at least 12 states in- 
cluding hospitals, medical 
facilities and others who 
may have unknowingly 
ourchased knockoffs, urg- 
ing them to stop using the 
medical-grade masks. Offi- 
cials encouraged medical 
workers and companies to 
go to 3Ms website for tips 
on how fo spot fakes. 

"Not only do they give a 
false sense of security, how 


dangerous is the exposed 
individual without any pro- 
tective gear? They have no 
Utility whatsoever," Home- 
land Security Secretary Ali 
Mayorkas said of the fake 
Masks. 

The masks do not come 
through 3M's regular dis- 
tributors, they come from 
outside the normal supply 
chain, officials said. But hos- 
pitals and medical groups 
have increasingly gone 
around normal purchasing 
routines during mask short- 
ages in the global pan- 
demic, officials said. They 
said the scams are taking 
advantage of the panic 
over masks. 

Homeland Security officials 
would not say which states 
the phony masks were sent 
to, but said criminal charg- 
es would be forthcoming. 
The phony masks are not 
tested to see whether they 
meet strict N95 standards 
and could put frontline 
medical workers at risk if 
they are used while treat- 
ing patients with COVID-19. 
Nearly a year into the pan- 





This December 2020 image provided by U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) shows counterfeit N95 surgical 
masks that were seized by ICE and U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. 


demic, fraud remains a 
major problem as scam- 
mers seek to exploit hospi- 
tals and desperate Ameri- 
cans. Federal investigators 
say they have seen an in- 
crease in phony websites 
purporting to sell vaccines 
as well as fake medicine 
produced overseas and 
scams involving personal 
protective equioment. The 


Associated Press 


schemes deliver phony 
oroducts, unlike earlier in 
the pandemic when fraud- 
sters focused more on 
fleecing Customers. 

3M, based in Maplewood, 
Minnesota, Is among the 
largest global producers 
of the N95 mask, which 
has been approved by the 
U.S. National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and 


Health. It is considered the 
gold standard in protection 
against the coronavirus. 
The company. delivered 
some 2 billion N95 masks in 
2020 as the pandemic in- 
tensified, but in the earlier 
months, when masks were 
in short supply, fraudsters 
took advantage. 

So far during the pandemic 
Homeland Security Inves- 
tigations has used its 7,000 
agents, along with border 
officials, the Food and Drug 
Administration and the FBI, 
to investigate the scams, 
seizing $33 million in pho- 
ny products and arresting 
more than 200 people. The 
effort is based at the Na- 
tional Intellectual Property 
Rights Coordination Cen- 
ter, a government watch- 
dog dimed at enforcing 
international trade laws 
and combating intellectual 
oroperty theft. 

Over the past two weeks, 
federal agents have exe- 
cuted search warrants and 
seized masks in five differ- 
ent states, and more action 
is expected. LJ 





South Carolina House passes bill banning most abortions 


By JEFFREY COLLINS 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — The 
South Carolina House on 
Wednesday  overwhelm- 
ingly passed a bill banning 
nearly all abortions, follow- 
ing the lead of other states 
with similar measures that 
would go into effect if the 
U.S. Supreme Court were to 
overturn Roe v. Wade. 

The proposal passed the 
Senate on Jan. 28. It faces 
a final procedural vote in 
the House on Thursday that 
likely won't change the 
outcome and will then be 
sent to the governor for his 
signature. Republican Gov. 
Henry McMaster has prom- 
ised to sign the measure as 
soon as possible. 

The "South Carolina Fetal 
Heartbeat and Protec- 
tion from Abortion Act" re- 
quires doctors to perform 
Ultrasounds to check for 
a heartbeat in the fetus. If 
one is detected, the abor- 
tion can only be performed 
if the pregnancy was 
caused by rape or incest 
or the mother's life is in dan- 
ger. 


About a dozen other states 
have passed similar or more 
restrictive abortion bans, 
which could take effect if 
the U.S. Supreme Court — 
with three justices appoint- 
ed by Republican former 
President Donald Trump 
— were fo overturn Roe v. 
Wade, the 1973 court de- 
cision supporting abortion 
rights. 

Groups that oppose the bill 
will likely sue, keeping the 
law from going into effect. 
All of the bans passed by 
other states are tied up in 
court challenges. 

Nearly all members of 
the Democratic caucus 
walked out in protest at 
one point. A few Demo- 
crats stayed behind as Re- 
publicans wiped out more 
than 100 proposed amenda- 
ments. After holding a 
news conference to soeak 
against the bill, several 
other Democrats returned 
to express their opposition 
to the measure, which has 
come up for debate in the 
legislature numerous times 
over the past decade. 


Nearly all House members 
were later present for the 
vote, which was 79-35 in 
favor. 

"You love the fetus in the 
womb. But when it is born, 
it's a different reaction," said 
Rep. Gilda Cobb-Hunter of 
Orangeburg, the House's 
longest serving member at 
29 YeOrs. 

Numerous Republican law- 
makers sooke in favor of 
the bill and many cheered 
after the vote. Supporters 
of the ban stood outside 
the House chambers ap- 
plauding and hugging the 
lawmakers that pushed the 
hardest for the measure. 
Rep. Melissa Lackey Ore- 
mus said plenty of women 
have mixed feelings when 
they get pregnant, espe- 
cially when they” aren't 
where they want to be in 
their life. But the Republi- 
can from Aiken said that's 
no reason for abortion. 
‘They don't deserve to die 
just because their mother 
made a bad choice one 
night," Oremus said during 
the debate. 





Pe } 


Melissa Anne "Mac" Cunningham-Sereque shows the wand 
used to do ultrasound on pregnant women during a South 
Carolina House subcommittee hearing on an abortion bill on 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021, in Columbia, S.C. 


For years, the bill has failed 
to pass the Senate. But Re- 
publicans gained three 
seats in the 2020 elections 
and the newly energized 
30-16 Republican majority 
made the proposal Senate 
Bill No. 1 and finally pushed 
it over a procedural hurdle. 
Republicans have urged 
people who want to see 
even more — restrictions 
pout on abortion to avoid 
changing the bill to make 


Associated Press 


sure it passes. The only 
change was in the Sen- 
ate to add exemptions for 
pregnancies caused by 
rape and incest. 

The bill would not punish a 
pregnant woman for get- 
ting an_ illegal abortion, 
but the person who per- 
formed the abortion could 
be charged with a felony, 
sentenced up fo two years 
and fined $10,000 if found 
guilty.L) 
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U.S. >. charges North Korean computer programmers in global hacks 
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This wanted poster released by the Department of 
Justice shows Kim Il, who prosecutors say is a mem- 
ber of a North Korean military intelligence agency 
and carried out hacks at the behest of the govern- 
ment with a goal of using pilfered funds for the ben- 
efit of the regime. 

Associated Press 


By ERIC TUCKER 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Justice Department 
has charged three North Korean computer pro- 
grammers in a broad range of global hacks, in- 
cluding a destructive attack targeting an Amer- 
ican movie studio and an extortion scheme 
aimed at attempting to steal more than $1.3 bil- 
lion from banks and other financial institutions, 
federal prosecutors said Wednesday. 

The newly unsealed indictment builds off an 
earlier criminal case brought in 2018 and adds 
two additional North Korean defendants. Pros- 
ecutors identified all three as members of a 
North Korean military intelligence agency and 


said they carried out hacks at the behest of the 
government with a goal of using stolen funds 
for the benefit of the regime. Alarmingly to U.S. 
officials, the defendants worked at times from 
locations in Russia and China. 

Law enforcement officials say the prosecution 
Underscores the profit-driven motive behind the 
North Korean criminal hacking model, a con- 
trast from other adversarial nations like Russia, 
China and Iran who are generally more inter- 
ested in espionage, intellectual property theft 
or even disrupting democracy. As the U.S. an- 
nounced its case against the North Koreans, 
the government was still grappling with an intru- 
sion by Russia of federal agencies and private 
corporations that officials say was aimed at 
information-gathering. 

"What we see emerging uniquely out of North 
Korea Is trying to raise funds through illegal cy- 
ber activities,” including the theft of traditional 
and cryptocurrency, as well as cyber extortion 
schemes, said Assistant Attorney General John 
Demers, the Justice Department's top national 
security official. 

Because of their economic system and sanc- 
tions Imposed on the country, he added, "They 
use their cyber capabilities to try to get cur- 
rency wherever they can do that, and that's 
not something that we really see from actors in 
China or Russia or in Iran." 

None of the three defendants is in American 
custody, and though officials don't expect 
them to travel to the U.S. anytime soon for pros- 
ecution, Justice Department officials in recent 
years have found value in indicting foreign gov- 
ernment hackers even in absentia as a mes- 
sage that they are not anonymous and can be 
identified and implicated in crimes. 

At the same time, prosecutors announced a 
plea deal with a dual U.S.-Canadian citizen 
who investigators say organized the launder- 
ing of millions of dollars in stolen funds. Ghaleb 
Alaumary, 37, of Ontario, Canada, has agreed 
to plead guilty in Los Angeles to organizing 
teams of co-conspirators in the U.S. and Can- 
ada to launder funds obtained through various 
schemes. 


Besides naming two additional defendants be- 
yond the original 2018 case, the new case also 
adds to the list of victims from around the world 
of hacks carried out by the Reconnaissance 
General Bureau. 

The hackers, according to the indictment, were 
part of a conspiracy that attempted to steal 
more than $1.3 billion of money and cryptocur- 
rency from banks and companies; unleashed 
a global sweeping ransomware campaign; 
and hacks that targeted Sony Pictures Enter- 
tainment in 2014 in retaliation for a Hollywood 
movie, ‘The Interview," that the North Korean 
government didn't like. 

The indictment says the hackers engaged not 
just in cybertheft but also in "revenge-motivat- 
ed computer attacks, at times executing com- 
mands "to destroy computer systems, deploy 
ransomware’ or otherwise render victims’ com- 
outers inoperable. 

‘The scope of these crimes by the North Korean 
hackers is staggering," said Tracy Wilkison, the 
acting U.S. Attorney in the Central District of 
California, where Sony Pictures is located and 
where the indictment was filed. "They are the 
crimes of a nation-state that has stopped at 
nothing to extract revenge and to obtain mon- 
ey fo prop up a machine." 

Officials would not say how much money the 
hackers actually obtained, though the indict- 
ment does charge them in connection with an 
$81 million theft from Bangladesh's central bank 
in 2016 and with multiple other multi-million-dol- 
lar ATM cashouts and cyber extortion schemes. 
All told, the conspirators conspirators ‘attempt- 
ed to steal or extort more than $1.3 billion,” ac- 
cording to the indictment. 

To empty the cryptocurrency accounts of vic- 
tims, the cyberthieves seeded malware pos- 
ing as cryptocurrency-trading software on 
legitimate-seeming websites to trick victims, 
according to an alert published by the FBI and 
other U.S. agencies. Once infected, a victim's 
computer could be entered and controlled by 
remote access. Later, hackers used other tech- 
niques including phishing and social engineer- 
ing to infect victims’ computers.) 


Thousands of cold-stunned sea turtles being rescued in Texas 





Thousands of Atlantic green sea turtles and Kemp's ridley sea 
turtles suffering from cold stun are laid out to recover Tuesday, 
Feb. 16, 2021 at the South Padre Island Convention Center on 
South Padre Island, Texas. 


Associated Press 


SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, Tex-_ as (AP) — Residents, some 


of whom lack heat or ba- 
sic amenities in their own 
homes due fo the unusually 
chilly weather, have been 
rescuing cold-stunned sea 
turtles and taking them to 
a convention center in a 
South Texas resort town. 

"Every 15 minutes or less 
there's another truck or 
SU wach JOulis We, lee! 
Caum, executive director 
of the South Padre Island 
Convention and _ Visitors 
Bureau, told The Associ- 
ated Press on Wednesday. 
He said sometimes people 
bring one or two sea turtles, 
sometimes more. "We had 
trailers full yesterday com- 
ING A WASH ier SO), WO, SO 


he said. The South Padre 
Iskand Convention Center 
started pitching in Monday 
when it's neighbor, Sea 
Turtle Inc., could no longer 
handle the number of sea 
turtles being dropped off, 
and their mostly outdoor 
operation had lost power. 
He said the convention 
center itself didn't have 
power or water fill early 
Wednesday morning. 

He says they've ‘collected" 
more than 3,500 sea turtles 
so far. He said he hesitates 
to use the word rescued 
because "we know we're 
going to lose some." 

Caum said that with an- 
other cold front approach- 


ing, they don't know when 
they'll be able to return the 
sea turtles to the water. 
Temperatures in the area 
on Wednesday afternoon 
were in the 40s. He said it 
may be Saturday — when 
temperatures are expect- 
ed to reach the low 60s 
(above 15 Celsius) — be- 
fore the turtles can be re- 
leased back into the Gulf. 
He said with power re- 
turned they have been 
able to bring the conven- 
tion center's temperature 
to 60 degrees. 

"We're trying to do the best 
we can To save as many 
turtles as possible,” he 
said.L)} 
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By H. WU and FU TING 
Associated Press 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Ma 
Xiaolin frequently wrote 
about current affairs on 
one of China's leading mi- 
croblogging sites, where he 
has 2 million followers. But 
recently, he said in a post, 
the Weibo site called and 
asked him not to post origi- 
nal content on topics rang- 
ing from politics to eco- 
nomic and military issues. 
“AS an international affairs 
researcher and a colum- 
nist, if looks like | can only 
go the route of entertain- 
ment, food and beverage 
now,’ the international re- 
lations professor wrote on 
JO Sls 

Ma, who often posted on 
developments in the Mid- 
east, is one of many Popu- 
lar influencers working with- 
in the constraints of China's 
heavily censored web who 
is finding that their space 
to speak is shrinking even 
further with the latest poli- 
cy changes and a clean- 
Up campaign run by the 
country’s powerful Censors. 
He declined an interview 
request. 

Beginning next week, the 
Cybersoace  Administra- 
tion of China will require 
bloggers and _ influencers 
to have a government-ap- 
proved credential before 
they can publish on a wide 
range of subjects. Some 


33 injured, 


MADRID (AP) — Police in 
Spain say 14 people were 
arrested in violent street 
protests in several cities fol- 
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China steps up online controls with new rule for bloggers 
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Commuters wearing face masks to help curb the spread of the coronavirus browse their 
smartphones inside a subway train in Beijing Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2021. 


fear that only state media 
and official propaganda 
accounts will get permis- 
sion. While permits have 
been needed since at least 
2017 to write about topics 
such as political and milli- 
tary affairs, enforcement 
has not been widespread. 
The new rules expand that 
requirement to health, 
economics, education and 
judicial matters. 

“The regulators want to 
control the entire proce- 
dure of information § pro- 
duction,” said Titus Chen, 
an expert in Chinese social 


media policy at National 
Sun Yat-Sen University in 
Taiwan. 

The latest move is in line 
with ever more restrictive 
regulations under President 
Xi Jinping that constrict 
an already narrow space 
for discourse. The Chinese 
leader has made “digi- 
tal sovereignty” a central 
concept of his rule, under 
which authorities have set 
limits and increased control 
of the digital realm. 

The new credential require- 
ment could restrict individ- 
vals from posting original 


14 arrested in protests 


lowing the arrest of Spanish 
rap artist Pablo Hasel, who 
had barricaded himself at 
Qa university with dozens of 
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Demonstrators clash with police after a protest condemning 
the arrest of rap singer Pablo Hasél in Barcelona, Spain, 


Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021. 


Associated Press 


supporters to avoid prison 
and defend his fight for 
free soeech. 

Emergency services said 
Wednesday that 33 peo- 
ple were treated for inju- 
ries in the disturbances. 

In the northeastern city of 
Barcelona, thousands of 
protestors set trash cans 
on fire and threw rocks 
at the police. Several 
stores and a bank were 
damaged amid chaotic 
scenes on one of the city’s 
main streets. 

Spanish National Television 
cited city authorities as es- 
timating the damages at 
70,000 euros ($84,000). 
Smaller demonstrations 
took place in other Span- 


Associated Press 


content, including people 
like Ma who aren't openly 
challenging the line of Xi’s 
ruling Communist Party. 
Weibo CEO Wang Gaofei, 
responding to Ma on the 
platform, said commentary 
on news released by official 
media was permitted but 
commentators could not 
“release news” themselves. 
The policy revision is meant 
“To standardize and steer 
oublic accounts and infor- 
mation service platforms 
to be more self aware in 
keeping the correct direc- 
tion of public opinion,” 


according to a statement 
posted by the Cyberspace 
Administration. 

A week after unveiling the 
new rules in late January, 
the administration held a 
nationwide conference 
on the importance of 
“strengthening order in on- 
line publishing.” The head 
of the agency, Zhuang 
Rongwen, said the agency 
must “lef our supervision 
and management grow 
teeth.” 

On Feb. 4, the agency 
publicly announced a 
month-long clean-up drive 
targeting search engines, 
social media platforms and 
browsers. Such campaigns, 
in which companies take 
steps to meet government 
demands, aren't new, but 
enforcement was looser 
in the past: In 2017, Weibo 
backed off after com- 
plaints if was lumping gay 
content in with a pornogra- 
ohy ban. 

It appears to be happen- 
iINg IN Concurrence with a 
crackdown to enforce ex- 
isting rules. 

“It is a big deal, it’s a mas- 
sive campaign,” said Xiao 
Qiang, an expert on digital 
censorship at the University 
of California at Berkeley. 
“And these are people 
who didn’t write something 
sharo. They are intention- 
ally not being edgy about 
things.” L) 


over rapper's jailing 


ish_ cities. Further protests 
are planned Wednesday. 
A 24-hour standoff be- 
tween police and Ha- 
sel ended early Tuesday 
when anti-riot officers ar- 
rested him in northeastern 
Lleida University. 

He was taken to prison to 
serve a 9-month sentence 
for insulting the monarchy 
and glorifying terrorism in 
a song about former King 
Juan Carlos | and in 64 
tweels. 

His case has drawn much 
attention, with many art- 
ists, Celebrities and politi- 
cians showing their sup- 
port and demanding a 
change in the country’s 
so-called “gag law.” 


Spain's left-wing coalition 
government last week said 
it planned to change the 
country’s criminal code 
to eliminate prison terms 
for offenses involving free- 
dom of expression. 

The rapper has previously 
faced charges for assault, 
praising armed extremist 
groups, breaking into pri- 
vate premises or insulting 
the monarchy. 

Amnesty International said 
Haseéel’s case was the lat- 
est in a siring of inals of 
artists and social media 
personalities in Spain un- 
der its 2015 Public Security 
Law, which was put into 
effect by a conservative 
government.) 
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Heavy snowfall, gales as winter storm hits Middle East 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT (AP) — Snow blan- 
keted parts of Syria, Leba- 
non, Jordan and Israel on 
Wednesday, covering ar- 
eas it has not reached in 
years, disrupting traffic and 
postponing vaccination 
campaigns against CO- 
VID-19 and even exams at 
some universities. 

It snowed for the first time in 
years in Marjayoun in south- 
ern Lebanon, and in Bayda 
in northeast Libya. 

Gale force winds knocked 
out electricity in vast parts 
of Lebanon, forcing many 
Lebanese, already used 
TO power cuts, To rely on 
generators for longer hours. 
Rescuers pulled four mo- 
torists out of their snow- 
covered cars, the National 
News Agency said. 

The first snow this winter 
in the Syrian capital, Da- 
mascus, did not prevent 
the Premier League soc- 
cer tournament from going 
ahead, as Army Sports Club 
and Al-Karamah faced off 
despite the snow that cov- 
ered the pitch, the Syrian 
Al-Watan daily reported . 





In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, seeble walk ona street as snow 
falls, in Damascus, Syria, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021. 


In the mountains of Syria’s 
Sweida province, snow was 
as high as 15 cm (6 inches), 
according to the official 
state news agency SANA. 
Roads in some provinces 
were blocked. In the cen- 
tral province of Hama, bull- 
dozers shoveled snow to 


open roads while vehicles 
skidded on ice, causing 
traffic disruption. 

The University of Damascus 
called off mid-term exams 
scheduled for Wednes- 
day and Thursday in all 
its branches around Syria 
because of the extreme 


Associated Press 
weather conditions. The 
country’s ports remained 
open.In the opposition- 
held northwestern — Syria, 
civil defense teams have 
been building dirt mounds 
since Tuesday around 
camps for the displaced to 
prevent rain from flooding 
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the crowded areas. Nearly 
3 million disolaced people 
live in northwestern Syria, 
mostly in tents and tempo- 
rary shelters. Heavy rainfall 
last month damaged over 
190 displacement - sites, 
destroying and damaging 
over 10,000 tents. 

IN neighboring Lebanon, 
Storm Joyce hit late Tues- 
day with gale force winds 
registering between 85 
km/h (52 miles/h) and 100 
km/h (62 miles/h). The storm 
is expected to get stronger 
Thursday. 

Breaking a warm spell, the 
storm brought heavy rain- 
fall, a sharo drop in tem- 
oeratures and the heaviest 
snow fall in Lebanon this 
year. Snow Is expected to 
cover areas of altitudes as 
low as 400 meters, accord- 
ing to the meteorologi- 
cal department. Nearly a 
dozen roads in eastern and 
northern Lebanon were 
closed to traffic because 
of the snow. A beachside 
club and restaurant were 
submerged in water as 
waves nearly 4 meters (13 
feet) high slammed onto 
the shore. L) 


Philippine president approves amnesty program for rebels 


By JIM GOMEZ 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
The Philippine — presi- 
dent has approved an 
amnesty program for Mus- 
lim and communist rebels 
who would agree to sur- 
render their weapons as 
they return to normal life 
in the latest such attempt 
to tame rural insurgencies 
that have raged for half a 
century. 

Thousands of guerrillas be- 
longing to two large Mus- 
lim groups in the country’s 
SOuiN cine ee ennmUnisi 
rebel faction could ap- 
oly for the amnesty within 
a year after it gets ap- 
proved by Congress, ac- 
cording to President Rodri- 
go Duterte’s signed orders 
made public late Tuesday. 
The three rebel groups 
have signed separate 
peace deals with Duterte’s 
predecessors which have 
eased decades of fight- 
ing but have not been 


fully enforced due to un- 
resolved issues. Leaders of 
the largest armed group, 
the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front, have been put 
In charge temporarily of 
administering a new Mus- 
lim autonomous region in 
the south while thousands 
of its fighters are disarmed. 
“It's welcome as long as 
it's based on our peace 
agreement,” Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front spokes- 
man Von Al Haq told The 
Associated Press by tele- 
phone. 

He said that his rebel 
group's peace deal with 
the government provides 
for a general amnesty with 
an agreed manner of “de- 
commissioning,” a subtle 
term for disarming thou- 
sands of ifs combatants in 
batches depending large- 
ly on government com- 
pliance with the peace 
Saeiz 

Duterte also agreed fo 
include former insurgents 


who once belonged to 
the main communist New 
People’s Army in his am- 
nesty program. 

He labeled the NPA a “ter- 
rorist group” in his amnesty 
proclamation. His adminis- 
tration’s peace talks with 
the Marxist group col- 
lapsed after both sides 
accused each other of 
launching attacks despite 
peace negotiations bro- 
kered by Norway. 

The 75-year-old Duterte 
has promised to resolve 
Muslim and communist 
insurgencies before he 
leaves office. His six-year 
term ends in June next 
yeor. 

“There is a need to reinte- 
grate as soon as possible 
all rebels and insurgents 
into the mainstream soci- 
ety under the rule of law, 
including those who may 
have committed unlawful 
acts,” Duterte said in his 
amnesty proclamation. 
The amnesty “shall extin- 


guish any criminal liability 
for acts committed in pur- 
suit of political beliefs” and 
restore political and civil 
rights, which were lost due 
to criminal conviction, the 
oroclamation said. 

The amnesty would not 
cover kidnappings for ran- 
som, massacres, rape, ter- 
rorism, CGrug trafficking and 


In this Monday, Feb. 





15, 2021, 


certain crimes the U.N. 
says should never be cov- 
ered by amnesties, such as 
genocide, crimes against 
humanity and torture. 

The amnesty program ex- 
cludes the notoriously bru- 
tal Abu Sayyaf and other 
small armed bands associ- 
ated with the Islamic State 
group. 


enols ae Sy) the 
Malacanang Presidential Photographers Division, Philippine 
President Rodrigo Duterte gestures as he meets members 
of the Inter-Agency Task Force on the Emerging Infectious 
Diseases in Davao city, southern Philippines. 


Associated Press 
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By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Agricultural workers who 
have long sought compen- 
sation for contamination 
from a pesticide banned 
in France but used in the 
country’s Caribbean _ is- 
lands of Martinique and 
Guadeloupe have finally 
had a day in court after a 
nearly 15-year wait. 
Investigating magistrates in 
Paris held a videoconfer- 
ence hearing last month 
with representatives of con- 
sumer, farm and environ- 
mental groups gathered in 
a Martinique courtroom to 
determine how to proceed 
on a complaint that had 
languished since 2006. 

“| have never given up,” 
said attorney Harry Durimel, 
speaking in a phone inter- 
view from Guadeloupe. 
“This is a serious matter that 
merits everyone’s involve- 
ment.” The complaint fo- 
cuses on chlordecone, a 
pesticide also known as 
Kepone that was banned 
in the U.S. in 1976 follow- 
ing several notorious inci- 
dents, including the con- 
tamination of the James 
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In this Nov. 18, 2007 photo, lawyer Harry Durimel, right, stands next to an activist with a sign that 


reads in French “No to Chlordecone poison,” 


as they protest during the arrival of the French 


government's Health Minister Roselyne Bachelot in Raizet Abymes, Guadeloupe. 


River in Virginia, and which 
is blamed for neurological 
problems including slurred 
soeech. French health au- 
thorities have expressed 
concern it could be linked 
to high rates of prostate 
cancer on the eastern Ca- 
ribbean islands and some 
studies have suggested it 


may be linked to prema- 
ture births. 

It was legally marketed in 
France from 1981 until 1990 
and was used for three 
more years in Guadeloupe 
and Martinique to fight the 
banana weevil under an 
exemption granted by the 
French government. 


Colombia builds inflatable domes for 
coronavirus patients 


By MANUEL RUEDA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— A shortage of hospital 
beds during the corona- 
virus pandemic has led 
architects in Colombia 
to design portable, inflat- 
able chambers for coro- 
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navirus patients that can 
be placed in gyms or 
parking lots. 

The domes — each 5 me- 
ters (16-feet) wide — can 
house two patients and 
are connected by inflat- 
able hallways. 

Tubes helo circulate air, 


Designers stand inside one of their Portable Epidemiological 


Insulation Unit during a media presentation, 


in Bogota, 


Colombia, Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021. 


Associated Press 


which can cycle through 
16 times an hour, accord- 
ing to the architects. 
Developers around the 
world have devised oth- 
er inflatable or pop-up 
structures to cope with 
the wave of COVID-19 
patients, some for small 
wards, others for a few 
patients and some for in- 
dividuals.The version at 
Bogota's La Salle Universi- 
ty includes eight, intercon- 
nected domes that can 
house 16 patients, and 
costs around $15,000,. ac- 
cording to researchers. 
Units can be added or 
subtracted as needed. 
“We wanted to do some- 
thing to respond to the 
health emergency the 
world is going through” 
said Alex Perez, an archi- 
tecture professor who led 
the dome initiative. LJ 


Associated Press 


Durimel and other attor- 
neys argue that exemption 
was illegal. The suit accuses 
the French government of 
failing to protect the health 
of its people and not doing 
enough to identify and limit 
the effects of chlordecone 
pollution on both islands, 
with a combined popula- 


tion of some 750,000. “They 
poisoned us in_ silence,” 
Durimel said. France's Min- 
istry of the Overseas did not 
return a request for com- 
ment. Durimel said France 
considers the pesticide to 
be so risky that in October 
2002, it ordered the incin- 
eration of 1.5 tons of sweet 
potatoes that arrived at 
the port of Dunkirk from 
Martinique because they 
contained chlordecone. 

IN| Martinique, authorities 
temporarily banned fishing 
in all rivers and some coast- 
al areas in 2009 after find- 
ing nearly all fish sampled 
were _ still contaminated. 
U.S. studies in the James 
River found tainted fish de- 
cades after Keoone was 
banned. French officials 
had earlier prohibited the 
sale of any goods contain- 
ing chlordecone and or- 
dered that all soil be ana- 
lyzed before the cultivation 
of root vegetables. But the 
complaint says those mea- 
sures were not enforced 
and did not carry heavy 
penalties. In 2002, authori- 
ties seized several tons of 
chlordecone in Martinique 
and Guadeloupe.) 
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The Cultural and Creative Indusiry: It’s Time to Invest 


ORANJESTAD — The creative in- 
dustries as we know it, including 
the numerous niche market sectors 
like visual art, performing art, crafts, 
design, film, entertainment, music, 
publishing, gastronomy, and tech- 
nology employs millions of people 
across the world. In Aruba the call 
has been done to start the initia- 
tive of developing our own distinct 
ecology, but until now it has been 
proven to be more difficult and 
complex. One of the main com- 
plaints from the field aside from the 
lack of leadership in this process, is 
that financing is almost impossible 
to come by. In the Aruban case, 
funding could then be interpreted 
as being limited, especially if you 
as an artist have exploited all local 
funding schemes available to you. 
This in return does not stimulate an 
unstructured economy to formalize 
itself. Now with the emergence of 
Covid-19 when will we proudly say; 
Aruba has its own Cultural & Cre- 
ative Economy? 


Building a new economy from 
scratch sounds so intimidating, lots 
of work and almost impossible con- 
sidering the times we live in and 
the socio-economic challenges 
we are facing due to a global pan- 
demic. It may sound a bit crazy to 
think and say that focusing on the 
Creative Industry should be our pri- 
ority, but if not now, then when? 


One of the leading countries and a 
great best practice example Is the 
United Kingdom. The UK has been 
a trailblazer in developing their 
creative industries and has shown 
growth over the years. According 
to the Creative Industries Federa- 
tion (2015) “Britain’s creative suc- 
cess is based on a combination of 
public and private investment — in- 
cluding vital government support 
for national cultural institutions, the 
BBC and the Arts Councils, along 
with the National Lottery and sig- 
nificant regional and local invest- 


ment”. Finding funding schemes 
to support the Creative Industries 
has been a goal for many devel- 
oping countries, especially small 
iskand states such as Aruba. The 
Creative Industries Federation (CIF) 
oroposes for countries to fund their 
creative industries through; public 
investment, philanthropic support 
and corporate partnershios, and 
private capital. 


Public Investment 

Public investment is one of the 
most critical components in this list 
of funding schemes, but high de- 
pendency on it will lead to frustra- 
tion. By investing in culture, social 
capital, and creative industries as 
drivers of social develooment the 
Aruban government can stimulate 
the results that contribute to the 
overall wellbeing of Communities, 
by providing economic growth 
and encouraging social cohesion 
(UN, 2020). The Aruban govern- 
ment could increase the support 
offered to businesses to protect 
and exploit intellectual property. 
Another important role of local 
government is matching private 
and public investment, which will 
deliver a ‘ladder of growth’ to the 
local economy. We don’t need 
the government to control the 





development, we need the gov- 
ernment to provide the steps that 
lead to greater sustained growth, 
while the work is being executed 
by the creative professionals and 
entrepreneurs. Local governments 
can be also active in the field of 
co-financing project with the pri- 
vate investors (Fazlagic and Szcz- 
epankiewicz, 2020). 


Additional ‘spillover’ benefits of 
public investment to the wider 
economy include the develop- 
ment of skills, innovation, advanc- 
INg national productivity and ex- 





ports in the creative workforce, 
economic and community reju- 
venation. They make a major con- 
tribution to sectors such as high- 
technology, manufacturing, retail, 
leisure and even tourism. In Aruba, 
tourism and its close relationship 
to culture and the CCls has been 
identified as a possible dynamic 
that could further advance itself 
into scenarios where Aruba could 
market itself to attract visitors that 
are more interested in a creative 
and cultural experience. As John 
Sorrel, chairman of the CIF once 
stated (2015) “Publicly funded arts 
organizations act as the R&D for 
the creative industries — both for 
new concepts and for people”. 


Philanthropic support and corpo- 
rate partnerships 

Philanthropy has been one of the 
most underrated means of fund- 
ing in the creative industry and has 
had a great impact on the survival 
of many cultural and creative or- 
ganizations. However, corporate 
sponsors of the arts and culture of- 
ten have important aims beyond 
philanthropy when they provide 
financial support. 


Continued on Page 9 
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Thais G. Franken (25) 
is a local academic 
researcher and Is cur- 
rently teaching at the 
University of Aruba in 
the Faculty of Arts and 
Science (FAS). She is a 
graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Maastricht (UM) 
and the United Nations 
University Maastricht 
ECONnOMmiG soem SOcICl 
Research Institute on In- 
novation and Technol- 
ogy (UNU-MERIT) where 
she obtained her dovu- 
ble Master of Science 
degree in Public Policy 
and Human Develop- 
ment with a= special- 
ization in Innovation, 
Institutions and Devel- 
opment. She has been 
researching the Aruban 
Creative Industry — for 
quite some time and 
has collaborated with 
several local cultural 
NGOs to bring aware- 
ness of the possible im- 
pact of the Creative 
Industry on the island. 
It was her research on 
the “Socio-economic 
and Cultural Impact of 
the Creative — Industry 
of the Aruban Sustain- 
able Development” 
that inspired the emer- 
gence of the “Creative 
Iskander” column back 
in 2018. Thais is very 
passionate about top- 
ics such as sustainabil- 
ity, Innovation, culture, 
creativity, cultural heri- 
tage, education, social 
entrepreneurshio and 
their role in Public man- 
agement. Next to her 
academic interests, she 
enjoys reading, writing, 
cancing and: eeokine: 








the arts include market- 
ing, business development, 
public relations and cor- 
porate social responsibility 
(CSR). The creative sector 
and especially in Aruba is 
looking for more engage- 
ment by local business in 
general for sharing not only 
their expertise and advice, 
but their financial support 
as well. This is fo ensure that 
they have the strongest 
possible combination§ of 
artistic, business and finan- 
cial expertise on which to 
draw. Next to this, for those 
new creative ventures or 
smaller projects rewards- 
based crowdfunding has 
emerged in the past few 
years as another poten- 
tial route to develooment 
funding. However, legal 
and infrastructural systems 
are still not in place on the 


iskand to fully support this 
tyoe of funding scheme. 
The Aruban way of crowd- 
funding is to stand at the 
local supermarket to ask 
for donations, but in 2021 
this should not be the case 
anymore. We should con- 
sider improving the system 
and introduce financial 
means with the use of tech- 
nology to facilitate this pro- 
cess beiter. 


Private capital 

Raising capital to invest in 
a new creative business 
seems almost impossible 
with the current structures 
we have in place. The only 
ways of raising capital for 
a new business or venture 
would be from personal 
resources, from the prof- 
its of an existing business, 
from a government grant, 
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from a bank, or from pri- 
vate investors. But while 
good personal networks 
and personal capital are 
still a big advantage when 
launching a new endeav- 
or, other roads to raising 
funding for business growth 
have increased in variety 
and number. Banks have 
always been relatively risk 
averse, and some might 
even tend to avoid cre- 
ative ventures. Many local 
creatives express that it is 
impossible for them to get 





a bank loan to open their 
business, because maybe 
their business plan is not 
effective, or the return of 
investment is not feasible, 
or simply because Aruba 
does not see this sector as 
a viable economic option. 
We need to have consen- 
sus between the govern- 
ment, private sector, aca- 
demia and civil society on 
the role we want the cre- 
ative industry to have on 
the island. 

Continued on Page 10 
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Covid-19: the status on Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — A year after the 
Ist case of Covid-19 hit the island 
and was completely shut down 
for 3.5 months, Aruba’s tourism 
and economy is picking up bit by 
bit. Borders had been reopened 
for US travelers, Europeans, and as 
per December Ist, 2020 we wel- 
comed back our visitors of Latin 
America, South America and the 
rest of the Caribbean with the ex- 
ception of Venezuela. Rules and 
protocols are being reviewed and 
evaluated on a daily basis and 
adapted as per current situation 
by a crisis team, in order to pro- 
tect each and every one visiting 
and inhabiting our island. 


To increase safety measures for 
the health and wellbeing of trav- 
elers and our locals, beginning 
January 25th, 2021, residents of 
Brazil are unable to travel to Aru- 
ba due to the new variant of the 
COVID-19 now present in Brazil. 
This does not apply to visitors re- 
siding outside of Brazil who travel 
on a Brazilian passport. Residents 
of Brazil wishing fo travel to Aruba 
are encouraged to check Aruba. 
com frequently as updates will be 
shared in the near future. 


Covid cases 

There are currently (as per Feb- 
ruary 17th, closing of this edition) 
261 active Covid cases on the 
island. 202 residents and 59 non- 
residents. There are 15 persons 
hospitalized of which 4 of them 
are in the Intensive care unit. A 
total of 71.418 persons have been 
tested of which 43.270 were test- 
ed at the airport. 69 persons lost 
the battle against Covid-19. Due 
to the amount of increase in cases 
these last days the Government 
of Aruba took some additional 
measurements in order to stop the 
soread as quickly as possible. 


Measurement by the Government 


of Aruba 

e Curfew is from 12am to 5am. 

e Closing time for businesses Is 
| Were. 


Restaurant rules 

e Max four (4) per table indoor 
and six (6) at a table outdoors. 

e No live musicians/entertain- 
ment. Liza, volgens mij klopt 
dit niet mer want er mag | 
volgens mij (Papillon etc heb- 
ben live muziek en ook la Ca- 
Sonee| 

e No musical events that are in- 
tended fo attract Customers. 

¢ Background (non-live) music 
only in restaurants. Liza, check 
info GOED! Klopt volgens mij 
niet. 

“SNe aanelio: 


Boats on sea 

e Maximum 4 persons on boats/ 
yachts. 

e Avoid social events on boats. 


Gathering ban 

The maximum allowed is in- 
creased from 2 people to maxi- 
mum of 4 people in public areas. 


Shopping 

e Only 1 person per family inside 
stores/supermarkets. Is dit nog 
steeds want niemand doet 
date? 

e Masks required inside (Re- 
member — Resort Elevators & 
hallways are inside areas). 

e Use masks when 1.5 meter dis- 
tance is not possible. 


Social events 

e Max 10 inside (if distance Is 
possible) and 25 outside (if dis- 
tance Is possible). 

¢ No contact sports. 

e No permits for public events 
will be granted. 

e Police can stop event if there 
is disorder. 


¢ New legal basis for fines is in- 
troduced which allows po- 
lice to act more effectively 
against violations. 


Still operative 

¢ Hotels and lodgings are ex- 
empted from the closing time, 
BUT only to serve their regis- 
tered guests between 100m 
and 6am. 

e Casinos are not part of the 
exemption and must close at 
| Werner 

« Ban on beaches and parking 
inOnmi7 Ola ie oclhnr 

e Licensed restaurants on the 
beach can operate —§ uniil 
100m — customers to be seat- 
ed at tables at all times, as per 
rules. 

e Businesses are required to 
have a compliance officer. 

e Business Owners are asked to 
take responsibility for enforce- 
ment of rules. 


Advice for travelers 

Prior to travel, visitors should down- 
load the Aruba Department of 
Public Health's Aruba Health App: 
A mobile resource for information 
on COVID-19 health procedures 
in Aruba, facilitation of the airoort 
health screening, and faster re- 
sults for Molecular PCR COVID-19 
tests taken in Aruba. 

Also as of November 1, 2020 a flat 
oremium of $30 is applicable for 
new insurance policies for travel- 
ers over 14 years old. 


Testing before your return flight 

Effective January 26th, 2021, as 
announced by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the U.S. government will 
require all international airline pas- 
sengers to show proof of a nega- 
tive, PCR or Antigen, Covid-19 test 
before boarding flights to the Unit- 
ed States. In addition, the results 
of the test must be from no more 


than 72 hours prior to departure. 
For the official CDC announce- 
ment: httos://www.cdc.gov/me- 
dia/releases/2021/s0O112-nega- 
tive-covid-19-air-passengers.html. 


What COVID-19 consumer testing 

facilities are available in Aruba? 

e MedcCare Clinic: medcare.aw 
- (+297) 280-0630 - Whatsapp 
(+297) 562-4440 - info@med- 
care.aw 

¢ MedLab: lab.aw - (+297) 586- 
1600 - Cell/Whatsapp (+297) 
597-5544 - info@lab.aw 

e Horacio Oduber Hospital: (US$ 
75) httos://www.arubahospi- 
tal.com/ - servicecenter@ho- 
haruba.com - (+297) 597-4522 
(Call or WhatsApp) 


Check deze info met hun web- 
sites of het klopt!! 

Get in contact with the test pro- 
vider to make an appointment, 
get details on the exact test per- 
formed and their procedures. 


Vaccines for Aruba 

Aruba received a total of 11.700 
Pfizer vaccines as a courtesy of 
the Dutch Kingdom. The vaccine 
plan has an eligibility sequence, 
starting with healthcare workers. 
Every 3 weeks Aruba is scheduled 
to receive vaccines, and by June 
2021 a total of 85% of the popula- 
tion of Aruba must have received 
the vaccine. Residents must regis- 
ter to get vaccinated through the 
Aruba Health App. When vac- 
cinated you still need to adhere 
to all rules and protocols. Wear 
your facial mask, practice social 
distance, and maintain hygiene. 
The vaccine is not mandatory but, 
taking the vaccine Is encouraged 
by the authorities. 


More information on travel and 
health requirements can be 
found on www.aruba.com.L] 








The Cultural and Creative Indusiry: It’s Time to Invest 


Continued from Page 9 


We know what it could become, now It Is time 
to join the round table and get business done. 


Moving forward 

Fazlagic and Szczepankiewicz state that (2020) 
“local governments should take a more holis- 
tic view while developing their strategies and 
key performance indicators. The concept of 
sustainability in a knowledge-based economy 
should be extended to include social aspects of 
economic development related to tolerance, 
climate for doing business, social capital, and 
local leadership, which are also very important 
for the growth of local creative industries. Every 


local government is a facilitator of change, an 
employer, and a purchaser of goods and ser- 
vices, so it should be looked Upon as an impor- 
tant element of the local creative economy” 
(0.20). 

Aruba has the unique opportunity to boost this 
sector while we slowly get out of this pandemic. 
However, we have fo invest in this initiative. The 
government, private sector, NGOs, creative 
professionals, academia and the civil society 
all have to invest and do their part. Develop- 
ing a new economy will only survive through 
collaboration and action. We want to create 
positive impact for our Aruban community and 
my hope is to see this become a reality for our 
people. 


Lastly, Marisa Henderson, Chief of the Creative 
Economy Programme, and Amy Shelver, Pub- 
lic Information Officer, UNCTAD (2021) once 
expressed that “impact investing can and will 
play a critical role in this journey. Investment is 
the key to unlocking the true potential of the 
creative industries, and the returns from the 
creative economy are both promising and 
multi-dimensional — addressing social, cultural, 
innovation and economic needs. So, let us turn 
to creativity and draw on its full soectrum to 
shape the world while also harnessing its inno- 
vation potential and many positive returns. Let 
the year 2021 mark the dawn of a new era for 
impact and creativity investment’..) 
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Biden’s $15 wage proposal: Job killer or a boon for workers? 


By PAUL WISEMAN 

AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden's effort to 
raise the federal minimum 
wage to $15 an hour could 
provide a welcome oppor- 
tunity for someone like Cris- 
tian Cardona, a 21-year- 
old fast food worker. Car- 
dona would love fo earn 
enough to afford to move 
out of his parents’ house in 
Orlando, Florida, and may- 
be scrape together money 
for college. 

More than 1,000 miles 
away in Detroit, Nya Mar- 
shall worries that a $15 mini- 
mum wage would drive up 
her labor costs and per- 
haps force her to close her 
2-year-old restaurant, al- 
ready under strain from the 
viral pandemic. 

Between Cardona's hope 
and Marshall's fear lies 
a roiling public debate, 
one with enormous con- 
sequences for American 
workers and businesses. 
Will the Biden administra- 
tion succeed in enact- 
Ing a much higher federal 
minimum wage and 
should it¢ Economists have 
argued the merits of mini- 
mum wage hikes for years. 
The administration has cast 
its Campaign to raise the 
minimum as a way fo liff up 
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wage Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021, in Orlando, Fla. 


millions of the working poor, 
reduce America’s vast fi- 
nancial inequality and help 
boost the economy. 

“No American should work 
full time and live in pover- 
ty,” said Rosemary Boeglin, 
a White House sookeswom- 
an. “Research has shown 
that raising the minimum 
wage reduces poverty 
and has positive economic 
benefits for workers, their 
families, their communities, 
and local businesses.’’ 


Yet just this month, the 
nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office estimated 
that raising the minimum 
wage to $15 by 2025 end 
1.4 million jobs as employ- 
ers Cut payrolls fo make up 
for higher labor costs. 

The fate of Biden’s minimum 
wage proposal remains 
hazy. Facing resistance in 
Congress, the president has 
acknowledged that he will 
likely have to omit the mea- 
sure from the $1.9 trillion 


Cristian Cardona, right, an employee at a McDonald’s, attends a rally for a $15 an hour minimum 
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COVID-19 financial relief 
package he Is proposing 
and re-introduce it later as 
a separate Dill. 

For years, there was almost 
no debate at all about a 
minimum wage. Classical 
economists had standard 
advice on imposing or rais- 
iNg minimum wages: Don’t. 
Piling higher labor costs 
on employers, the thinking 
went, would force them to 
cut jobs and end up hurting 
the very low-wage workers 


the minimum wage was in- 
tended fo help. 

But groundbreaking — re- 
search in the 1990s sug- 
gested that the Econ 101 
version was simplistic at 
best. Now there is growing 
confidence among econo- 
mists — though far from a 
consensus — that lawmak- 
ers can mandate sharp 
increases in the minimum 
wage without killing large 
numbers of jobs. 

Assessing Biden's $15 plan, 
for instance, economists at 
Morgan Stanley have con- 
cluded that “the impact 
to employment, positive or 
negative, would be mini- 
mal, while the social ben- 
efits to lifting real wages of 
lower-income earners and 
milllons out of poverty are 
substanfial.’’ 

Congress hasn't raised the 
minimum wage for more 
than 11 years — the longest 
gap between increases. 
Biden's plan would shake 
things up. He proposes 
gradually raising the $7.25 
minimum wage to $15 an 
hour by 2025, starting with 
a jump to $9.50 this year. 
Thereafter, if would be in- 
dexed to grow at the same 
rate as the U.S. median 
wage — the point at which 
half earn more and halt 
earn less.L} 


New York sues Amazon over worker safety during pandemic 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 
AP Business Writer 

New York is suing Amazon, 
claiming the company 
failed to provide workers 
with a safe environment 
at two warehouses in the 
state as COVID-19 infec- 
tions surged nationwide. 
The suit from New York 
Attorney General Letitia 
James landed just days 
after Amazon preemp- 
tively sued to block the suit 
over its coronavirus safety 
protocols and the firing of 
one of its employees who 
objected to working con- 
ditions. 

In the suit filed late Tues- 
day, New York claims Am- 
azon showed a “flagrant 
disregard for health and 
safety requirements” and 
retaliated illegally against 
employees who raised 
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In this March 30, 2020 file photo, workers at Amazon's fulfillment 
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center in Staten Island, N.Y., gather outside to protest work 
conditions in the company’s warehouse in New York. 


alarms. 

James opened an inves- 
tigation into Amazon. in 
March following com- 
plaints about the lack of 
precautions taken to pro- 
tect employees at New 
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York facilities amid the 
pandemic. The investiga- 
tion concentrated on two 
facilities — one in Staten 
Iskand and one in Queens 
— with a combined work- 
force of more than 5,000 


individuals. At the time of 
the complaints, New York 
City was the epicenter of 
the U.S. pandemic. 


The investigation found 
evidence showing that 
Amazon's health and 


safety response violated 
state law with respect to 
cleaning and disinfection 
SKOlOCOls, Comidel  irac- 
ing, and allowing employ- 
ees to take precautions to 
protect themselves from 
the risk of infection. 

The Seattle company has 
defended its safety prac- 
tices during the pandem- 
ic, saying that it has hired 
experts for guidance. 

“We don't believe the 
Attorney General's filing 
presents an accurate pic- 
ture of Amazon's indus- 
try-leading response to 
the pandemic,” Amazon 


spokesperson Kelly Nantel 
said in a statement. 

The investigation by the 
attorney general in New 
York has grown, look- 
ing into whether Amazon 
unlawfully fired or disci- 
plined employees who 
reported perceived safety 
concerns. It focused on 
two employees, one who 
was fired and one who 
received a written warn- 
ing, after they raised con- 
cerns about Amazon's 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic to managers, 
made public complaints 
about Amazon's practices 
through the media, and 
submitted complaints to 
at least one government 
agency. Amazon has said 
the employee was fired for 
violating social-distancing 
guidelines.) 
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EXPLAINER: Topsy-turvy weather comes from polar vortex 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 

It’s as if the world has been 
turned upside-down, or at 
least its weather. You can 
blame the increasingly fa- 
miliar polar vortex, which 
has brought a taste of the 
Arctic to places where win- 
ter offen requires no more 
than a jacket. 

Around the North Pole, 
winter's ultra-cold air is USu- 
ally kept bottled up 15 to 30 
miles high. That's the polar 
vortex, which spins like a 
whirling top at the top of 
the planet. But occasional- 
ly something slams against 
the top, sending the cold 
air escaping from its Arctic 
home and heading south. 
It's been happening more 
often, and scientists are still 
not completely sure why, 
but they suggest it’s a mix 
of natural random weather 
and human-caused  cli- 
mate change. 

This particular polar vortex 
breakdown has been a 
whopper. Meteorologists 
call if one of the biggest, 
nastiest and longest-lasting 
ones they've seen, and 
they’ve been watching 
since at least the 1950s. This 
week's weather is part of a 
pattern stretching back to 
January. 

“It’s been a major break- 
down,’ said Jennifer Fran- 
cis, a climate scientist at 
the Woodwell Climate Re- 
search Center on Cape 
Cod. “It really is the cause 
of all of these crazy weath- 
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In this Feb. 15, 2021, file photo, icicles form on a citrus tree from a sprinkler system used to 
protect the trees from the freezing temperatures in Edinburg, Texas. 


er events in the Northern 


Hemisphere.” 
“It's been UNUsUal for a few 
weeks now — very, very 


crazy,” Francis said. “Totally 
Ttopsy-turvy.” 

RECORD COLD IN WARMER 
PLACES 

Record subzero tempera- 
tures in Texas and Oklaho- 
ma knocked millions off the 
power grid and into deep 
freezes. A deadly tornado 
hit North Carolina. Other 
parts of the South saw thun- 
der snow and reports of 
something that seemed like 
a snow tornado but wasn’t. 
Snow fell hard not just in 
Chicago, but in Greece 
and Turkey, where it’s far 
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less normal. Record cold 
also hit Europe this win- 
ter, earning the name the 
“Beast from the East.” 
“We've had everything you 
could possibly think of in the 
past week,” said Northern 
Illinois University meteorol- 
ogy professor Victor Gen- 
sini, noting that parts of the 
U.S. have been 50 degrees 
(28 degrees Celsius) colder 
than normal. “It’s been a 
wild ride.” 

It was warmer Tuesday in 
parts of Greenland, Alaska, 
Norway and Sweden than 
in Texas and Oklahoma. 
And somehow people in 
South Florida have been 
complaining about record 
warmth that is causing 
plants to bloom early. 

In the eastern Greenland 
town of Tasiilag, it’s been 
about 18 degrees (10 de- 
grees Celsius) warmer than 
normal, which “is a bit of 
a nuisance,” said Lars Ras- 
mussen, GQ MuUseuUM Curator 
at the local cultural center. 
“The warm weather makes 
dog sledding and driving 
On snow scooters a bit of a 
hassle.” Several meteorolo- 
gists squarely blamed the 
polar vortex breakdown or 
disruption. 

These used fo happen 
once every other year or 
so, but research shows 
they are now close to hap- 
pening yearly, if not more, 
said Judah Cohen, a win- 
ter storm expert for Atmo- 
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soheric Environmental Re- 
search, a commercial firm 
outside of Boston. 

THE SPINNING TOP GETS 
TOPPLED 

The polar vortex spends 
winter in its normal place 
until an atmospheric wave 
the type that brings weath- 
er patterns here and there 
slams into it. Normally such 
waves don’t do much to 
the strong vortex, but Oc- 
casionally the wave has 
enough energy to push 
the spinning top over, and 
that’s when the frigid air 
breaks loose, Gensini said. 
Sometimes, the cold air 
mass splits into chunks — an 
event that usually is con- 
nected to big snowstorms 
in the U.S. East, like a few 
weeks ago. Other times, It 
just moves to a new place, 
which often means bit- 
ter cold in parts of Europe. 
This time it did both, Cohen 
said. 

There was a split of the vor- 
tex in early January and 
another in mid-January. 
Then at the end of January 
came the disolacement 
that caused cold air to spill 
into Europe and much of 
the United States, Cohen 
said. 

Both Cohen and _ Francis 
said this should be con- 
sidered not one but three 
polar vortex disruptions, 
though some - scientists 
lump It all together. 

While both the vortex and 
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the wave that bumped it 
are natural, and polar vor- 
tex breakdowns happen 
naturally, there is likely an 
element of climate change 
at work, but if is not a sure 
thing that science agrees 
on, Cohen, Gensini and 
Francis said. 

Warming in the Arctic, with 
shrinking sea ice, Is Qoos- 
ing the atmospheric wave 
in two places, giving It 
more energy when It strikes 
the polar vortex, making It 
more likely to disrupt the 
vortex, Cohen said. 

“There is evidence that cli- 
mate change can weaken 
the polar vortex, which al- 
lows more chances for frig- 
id Arctic air fo ooze into the 
Lower 48,” said University of 
Georgia meteorology pro- 
fessor Marshall Shepherd. 
PATTERN HAS BEEN OB- 
SERVED FOR DECADES 
There were strong’ polar 
vortex disruptions and cold 
outbreaks like this in the 
1980s, Cohen said. 

“| think it’s historic and gen- 
erational,” Cohen © said. 
“| don’t think it’s Unprec- 
edented. This Arctic out- 
break has to be thought 
of in context. The globe Is 
much warmer than it used 
TO be.” 

It also feels colder because 
just before the outbreak, 
much of the United States 
was experiencing a milder- 
than-normal winter, with 
the ground not even frozen 
on Christmas Day in Chica- 
go, Gensini said. 

The globe as a whole is 
about the same tempera- 
ture as the average was 
from 1979 to 2000 for this 
time of year, according to 
the University of Maine's 
Climate Reanalyzer. 

One reason is that if will 
soon warm back up To nor- 
mal when the polar vortex 
returns to its regular home, 
Cohen said. 

As for people thinking this 
cold outbreak disoroves 
global warming, scientists 
say that’s definitely not so. 
Even with climate change, 
“we'll still have winter,” said 
North Carolina state clima- 
tologist Kathie Dello. “What 
we're seeing here is we're 
oretty unprepared for al- 
most every type of extreme 
weather. It’s pretty sad.) 
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Tierra Del Sol 

2 BR 2 1/2 Bath 

Ocean View with garage 

$ 450 K 

More info call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Le Vent Condo 

Across Eagle Beach 

3 BR, 2 Bath 

Ground floor full furnished 

$ 600K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR Wk# 3,4,5 

Room# 4226 

24 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 8 K each 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
Studio WK # 5,6,7,8 

Room # 2350 

36 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 8,5 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 
1BRWK#6 

Room # 2201 

18 weeks remain 

Price: $8K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Links Golf Resort 

1 BR WK # 8 room# 4117 
26 weeks remain $ 8 K 

1 BR WK #9 room # 4117 
18 weeks remain $7,5 K 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK #8 Room # 14 

6 weeks remain $ 5000 

1 BR WK # 9 Room # 14 

15 weeks remain $ 6,5 K 
More info call : (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 
Studio WK# 7 room # 33 
11 weeks remain$ 6 K 
Studio WK# 8 room # 33 
23 weeks remain 8 K 





Eagle Resort Aruba 

3 BR WK #5 and 6 

Room #1550 Ground floor 
Near the pool 

Price $ 18 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 

1BR WK # 5 and 6 

Room # 1576 

Ground floor 

Price : $ 8 K each 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort Aruba 
1BRWK#7 

Room # 1537 

Ground floor 

Price:$ 7 K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Tibushie wespunt 

5 min drive from the beach 

2 BR 1 Bath 

With and small apartment 
With pool 

Price : $ 325K 

More info call: (297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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For All Time Share Owners 

On the Islands of Aruba 

Halley Time Travel Aruba 

Free Listings 

Free Appraisal Report 

Sell Your Week for you 

Transfer all Legal Documents 

Call:(297)630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
213831 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $ 10K 

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K 
More info call :(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum weeks 

2 BR Garden View $ 15 K 
2BR Ocean View $ 16K 
2BROcean Side $17K 
2BR Ocean Front$ 26 K 
3BROcean View $ 30K 


More info call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
! johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 





also visit(new): 


www.halleyadventures.co 
































PARADISE BEACH 
RENT SALE 
P/O Front WKS 1 & 4 1 bedr, 
WKS 1,8,9,31,32,52 2 bedr. 
CASA DEL MAR 
WKS 27,28 2 bedr 
Call +941-343-1088 USA 
213821 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (16k); 

Week 5/1315 (18k); 

Week 5&6/1521 (20k/Wk.); 
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 

Week 10/1207 (15k); 

Week 11/1419 (13k); and, 
Weeks 13-15 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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Editor 
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank N.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
5927 3200 
5927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


entre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


reach us! 





r Social / Website 


More info call (297) 630-1307 





| : | f|. “TeDAY : —_ Child Abuse Prevention 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com | | (eae BENDIA Juan Luis Pinto el. 582 4433 
. —_ = Pilar Flores Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

Dutch Village Resort 
1 BR WK 7 room # 89 = General Info 

Columnists 
8 weeks remain $ 6 K Phone Directory Tel. 118 
1 BR WK # 8 room # 89 Anthony Croes 


6 weeks remain$ 6 K 
More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village Resort 

1 BR WK 8 Room # 94 

20 weeks remain $ 8K 

More info call:(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Downtown _ 





Joris Zantvoort 
Thais Franken 


Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 
E: news @arubatoday.com 
W: www,arubatoday.com 
EJ @arubatoday 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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The sweet rise of ‘Queen Sugar’ director Cierra Glaude 


By MESFIN FEKADU 

AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — When 
the Oprah Winfrey Net- 
work series “Queen Sugar” 
debuted in 2016, Cierra 
Glaude worked as qd first 
team production assistant, 
an early riser who is resoon- 
sible for keeping track of 
the actors on set. 

“I’m basically their chap- 
erone, their sister, girlfriend, 
mom, aunt,” she explained. 
“| know all of their dietary 
restrictions. 

| get them through the day, 
basically.” 

In two short years, it marked 
the third time the young 
filmmaker had worked with 
Emmy winner Ava DuVer- 
nay, who created “Queen 
Sugar” and also hired 
Glaude to work on the 
Oscar-nominated 2014 film 
“Selma” as well as her CBS 
pilot “For Justice.” 

On “Selma,” Glaude was 
an additional PA working 
with background actors 
as they marched on the 
highway from Selma to 
Montgomery. She was the 
director's assistant on “For 
Justice,” where Glaude ad- 
mits she “made some mis- 
takes that | learned really 
quickly from.” 

And on “Queen Sugar,” she 
continued as a first team 
PA for season two and was 
oromoted fo the writer's 
room during season three. 
Now she’s in the director's 
chair literally. 

Glaude, 29, has directed 
three episodes for the 
show's fifth season, which 
premieres Tuesday at 8 
O.m. ET. 

“TIL just be walking around 
the house like, ‘Wait a min- 
ute. 

| find a mirror and go, 
‘You're q director,’” 
Glaude said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 
“It does feel like such a 
dream. Sometimes I’m like, 
‘| can’t believe this is alll 
happening still.’ It's really 
lovely.” 

“Queen Sugar’ follows 
three siblings from Louisi- 
ana who manage a sugar- 
cane farm left to them af- 
ter their father died and is 
based off the 2014 novel of 
the same name. Ifs debut 
season won. outstanding 
drama series at the 2017 


NAACP Image Awards. 
During the first season, 
DuVernay encouraged 
Glaude to shoot and pro- 
duce her own material so 
she could one day direct 
on her set. 

Glaude made her directo- 
rial debut in 2017 with the 
short “Last Looks,” which 
starred “Queen Sugar” and 
“True Blood” actor Rutina 
Wesley and aired on Issa 
Rae’s YouTube channel. 
Glaude was selected by 
Emmy winner Lena Waithe 
for the AT&T Hello Labs Film- 
maker Mentorship Program, 
for which she directed the 
short “Spilt Milk,” starring 
“Orange Is the New Black” 
actor Dascha Polanco. 
She also directed music 
videos, including “High Ris- 
es” for breakthrough rap- 
per Chika, who earned a 
best new artist Grammy 
nomination this year. 

“All three of us the director, 
the DP (director of photog- 
raphy) and the talent we 
were all queer Black wom- 
en from Alabama. That was 
really dope,” she said. 
Glaude also built her pro- 
duction muscles by work- 
ing on the hit 2017 film “Girls 





Director Cierra Glaude poses for a portrait in Glendale, Calif. on Feb. 4, 2021. 


Trio”; 2018's “A Wrinkle in 
Time,” which DuVernay 
directed; and “Twenties,” 
Waithe’s BET series that 
launched last year. 

That's when DuVernay 
knew Glaude was ready fo 
sit in one of her director's 
chairs. 

“When | met (Cierra) she 
was a student who left 
school for the opportunity 
to work on set. She made 
that decision for herself that 
she could get the degree in 
Alabama and still be strug- 
gling to get on a set, or she 
could leave the degree 
and just get on a sef. ...she 
was the key PA on ‘Queen 
Sugar’ for a long time. That 
means she’s first in, three 
o'clock in the morning, four 
o'clock in the morning, last 
one out for years and years 
and yeors. 

For her fo be able to go 
back on that show and 
be the director is enough 
to make me weep if | think 
about it for too long,” Du- 
Vernay told the AP. 

“| Know what she did to get 
there.” 

Though Glaude dropped 
out of the University of 
Alabama to officially pur- 
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sue her film career, she’s 
eared a degree of sorts 
from what could be con- 
sidered the School of Ava 
DuVernay. 

Take “Queen Sugar,” for 
instance, where DuVernay 
has created a series where 
every episode is directed 
by a woman. So far, 37 fe- 
male filmmakers have had 
the chance fo direct TV ep- 
isodes thanks to the utopia 
DuVernay fashioned, 34 of 
whom made their television 
directorial debut on the se- 
ries. 

And the alumnae have ad- 
vanced to great heights, in- 
cluding Victoria Mahoney, 
the first woman to direct a 
“Star Wars” film; Amanda 
Marsalis has gone on to di- 
rect episodes of “Ozark,” 
“Westworld” and “The Um- 
brella Academy”; and Salli 
Richardson-Whitfield, the 
actor-turned-director, re- 
cently signed an overall 
deal with HBO. 

“The point that we’re mak- 
ing is all these decades y'all 
just been hiring the same 
men and the same kind 
of men, thinking that’s the 
way to make a good show. 
We're going fo hire alll 


women and the same kind 
of women and we can 
also make a good show to 
stand as an example,” Du- 
Vernay said. 

“For decades and de- 
cades when we've been 
told that this is the only way 
‘Sugar’ stands as an exam- 
ple that was never true. 

It was a myth and it’s been 
busted, and it’s been bro- 
ken.” 

The return of “Queen Sug- 
ar,” where the casting, 
post-production and music 
supervision departments 
are headed by women, 
comes at a historical time 
in Hollywood for female 
directors: For the first time 
ever, three women are 
nominated for best director 
at the 2020 Golden Globes, 
which will air Feb. 28. 

“It's overdue, so it’s bit- 
tersweet,” said DuVernay, 
who was the last woman 
nominated for best director 
at the Globes before Re- 
gina King, Chloé Zhao and 
Emerald Fennell picked up 
nominations this year. 

“It’s kind of like an eyeroll 
and a nod at the same 
time. That's great, but 
how about all the other 
100 years before that¢ At 
this moment we celebrate 
these three women, but 
we (do) say, ‘This is crazy.’ 
You've got to do both at 
the same time.” 
Opportunity is at the cen- 
ter of the environment or 
school that DUVernay has 
manifested and produced 
with “Queen Sugar,” and 
it has given Glaude a 
chance to say four words 
not often and easily said by 
Black women: “I feel very 
seen.” 

“It’s really just surreal,” she 
added. “It’s a gang of ba- 
dass women. 

You can’t help but be en- 
riched and inspired by 
that.”L) 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 

There was a day last spring 
when Isaiah Thomas no- 
ticed he could liff his leg 
without any pain. That 
hadn't happened in years. 
This weekend, he plans to 
show the NBA what that 
means for his game. 

More than a year removed 
from his last NBA appear- 
ance, and nine months 
after surgery that he says 
fixed a bone-on-bone con- 
dition in his right hip, Thom- 
as has games to play. The 
two-time All-Star is suiting 
Up with USA Basketball for a 
pair of FIBA AmeriCup qual- 
fying games in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico — and Thomas 
expects NBA teams to be 
watching. 

"My ultimate goal is to play 
in the NBA as soon as pos- 
sidle," Thomas, 32, told 
The Associated Press. "This 
allows me fo compete 
against other profession- 
als, represent my country 
at the same time — which 
is an honor and a privilege 
— and ultimately show NBA 
teams that I'm back to my- 
self and I'm 100% healthy. 
That's why | chose to come 
here. When Team USA 
brought it to me, if was a 
no-brainer.’ 

The games — technically 
dont mean much to the 
U.S.; the Americans already 
have qualified for the 
AmeriCup tournament that 
will take place in Seotem- 
ber 2022. But to Thomas, 
the matchups against the 
Bahamas on Friday and 
Mexico on Saturday mean 
plenty. 

"My — skill didn't go any- 
where, Thomas said. "The 
biggest question was 
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USA Basketball called Isaiah Thomas, who hopes NBA does next 
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Boston Celtics guard Isaiah Thomas (4) drives to the basket past Miami Heat center Hassan Wh- 
iteside (21) during the second half of an NBA basketball game in Miami, in this Nov. 28, 2016, file 


photo. 


whether | am 100% healthy. 
lam now, so why not show 
it on a stage with 'USA' 
across your chest?" 
Thomas Is part of a U.S. ros- 
ter loaded with NBA veter- 
ans for these two quallify- 
ing games. Joe Johnson 
is on the team, as is Bran- 
don Bass, and there are 
five more players besides 
Thomas with some degree 
of experience within the 
league. 

Typically, U.S. rosters for 
these qualifying games are 
almost entirely Composed 
of G League players, 
names that arent exactly 
of the household variety. 
The NBA names add tons 
of intrigue, as does Thomas’ 
return to game action. 
‘Isaiah, he's got qa_ spirit 


about him, a love for the 
game that I've seen not 
only from the conversations 
that | had with him before 
we arrived, but even since 
we've been practicing,’ 
said Joe Prunty, who will 
lead the U.S. coaching staff 
in these two games. "He 
has looked good.’ 

Johnson — the 39-year-old 
who scored 20,405 points 
in his 17 NBA seasons — of- 
fered even more praise af- 
ter seeing Thomas in prac- 
tices this week. 

“He looks great, Johnson 
said. "One thing I'll say: In 
pick and rolls, | think he's 
probably going to be un- 
stoppable. Bigs, | don't 
know what they'll do. Do 
you get out and hedge? 
Hell go around you and 
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solit you. Do you try to 
catch him? He'll pull up for 
the jumper. He has a great 
arsenal. It's been fun to 
watch him play, man. | will 
tell you that.” 

Thomas last played on Feb. 
3, 2020, for Washington. He 
was traded to the Los An- 
geles Clippers three days 
later, then waived, and 
hasn't appeared in an NBA 
game since. The hip surgery 
— resurfacing, it's called 
— was performed three 
months later, and Thomas 
said the hip felt better im- 
mediately. 

So now, he's plotting an- 
other way to defy the odds. 
He was the No. 60, and 
last, pick in the 2011 draft. 
The other 73 final picks — 
granted, the draft used 


to include more than 200 
players — have combined 
to score 6,644 points, while 
Thomas’ NBA total is 9,508. 
He heard plenty of times 
that at 5-foot-9 he was too 
short for the NBA; he aver- 
aged 28.9 points for Boston 
in 2016-17, the most ever in 
league history for someone 
his height. 

‘Ive already proven who | 
am," Thomas said. "I still love 
the game. | just need an 
opportunity." 

The 2017 season is when 
four years of pain, both 
physical and personal, 
started. On the eve of the 
Celtics’ playoff opener, 
sister Chyna died in a car 
crash. Thomas played on, 
scoring 53 points in a sec- 
ond-round game on what 
would have been his sister's 
23rd birthday. But the hip 
issues already had started, 
and Thomas was shut down 
later that postseason. 

That summer, he was trad- 
ed to Cleveland for Kyrie Ir- 
ving. Nothing has been the 
same since; he's appeared 
in only 84 games, averag- 
ing 12.8 points. 

G League teams talked to 
him about playing this sea- 
son; that was never a seri- 
ous consideration for Thom- 
as. When USA Basketball 
called, he leaped aft the 
chance. 

‘lm as good now as I've 
been in any point in the last 
three years,” Thomas said. 
"Playing for USA Basketball 
is going to allow teams to 
see the way that I'm mov- 
ing, the way that I'm play- 
ing, that | am back to my- 
self, back to being the 
player that everyone is ac- 
customed to seeing.L) 


Husband of Iran's ski coach bars her from leaving country 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — The 
lranian women's alpine 
ski feam flew on Wednes- 
day to Italy for the world 
Championships in Cortina 


d'Ampezzo without their 
coach, whose husband 
has barred her from leav- 


ing the country, Iranian 
media reported. 

The reports by the semi- 
official ISNA news agency 
and the pro-reform Shargh 


daily did not provide any 


details as to why Samira 
Zargaris husband had not 
allowed her to leave. lran's 
ski federation also did not 
offer any information. 
Under lranian law, hus- 
bands can stop their wives 
from traveling outside of 
the country. 

Zargari is not the first mar- 
ried athlete whose hus- 
band prevented her from 
leaving Iran. In 2015, soc- 
cer player Niloufar Arda- 


lan missed the Asian Cup 
tournament in futsal — an 
indoor version of soccer 
— after her husband con- 
fiscated her passport in a 
domestic dispute. 

Women's — sports 

disappeared from 
after the country's 
Iskamic Revolution. 
time, however, women's 
sports gained in popu- 
larity, especially soccer. 
Social customs still come 


largely 

lran 
1979 
Over 


Into the game though, as 
the country's soccer team 
plays its games with play- 
ers’ hair covered by tradi- 
tional headscarves, or hi- 
jabs. 

Two Islamic countries 
make the headscarf man- 
datory for women in public 
— lran and Saudi Arabia. 
FIFA overturned a yearlong 
ban against players wear- 
ing hijabs in 2012. 

Four lranian skiers are en- 


tered for the women's giant 
slalom race on Thursday at 
the world championships 
in. Cortina d'Ampezzo: 
Atefeh Ahmadi, Sadaf 
Savehshemshaki, Forough 
Abbasi and Marjan Kalhor. 
They are part of a 99-skier 
field for a race in which the 
favorites are Marta Bassino 
and Federica Brignone of 
host Italy, Petra Vihova of 
Slovakia and Mikaela Shif- 
frin of the United States.) 
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Muchova upsets Barty and will face Brady in Australian semis 


—— - es, 


a” Fey, 
Se WWE 
— heMiasie ”, 





Greece's Stefanos Tsitsipas reacts after defeating Spain's Rafael Nadal in their 
quarterfinal match at the Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, 


Australia, Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021. 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Top- 
ranked Ash Barty built a big lead in 
the Australian Open quarterfinals 
before her opponent took a medi- 
cal timeout and left the court. 
More than an hour later, it was 
Barty heading abruptly for the exit, 
Upset 1-6, 6-3, 6-2 Wednesday by 
25th-seeded Karolina Muchova of 
the Czech Republic. 

Muchova earned her first semifinal 
berth at a Grand Slam tournament 
and ended Barty's bid to become 
the first Australian woman to win 
the title at home since Chris O'Neil 
in 1978. 

"It's heartbreaking, of Course," said 
Barty, who took nearly all of last 
year off because of the coronavi- 


Associated Press 


rus pandemic, including opting not 
to try to defend her 2019 French 
Open title. "But the sun will come 
Up tomorrow. You're either winning 
or youre learning, and today is a 
massive learning curve for me." 
No. 2-ranked Rafael Nadal built a 
big lead in a night-time quarterti- 
nal, but his bid for a men's-record 
21st Grand Slam title ended with 
an upset five-set loss to Stefanos Ts- 
itsipas of Greece. 

It is only the second time in Nadal's 
career he has lost a Grand Slam 
match after taking the opening 
TWO 

Now the 22-year-old, fifth-seeded 
Tsitsioas will try to reach his first 
major final by beating Daniil Mea- 


vedev on Friday. The women's 
semifinals Thursday will be the first 
matches at Melbourne Park with 
crowds in nearly a week after the 
easing of restrictions imposed by 
the Victoria state government dur- 
ing a five-day lockdown in Austra- 
lia's second-largest city to contain 
the soread of a COVID-19 cluster. 
Tournament director Craig Tiley 
said Wednesday that attendance 
will be capped at 7,477 — about 
half the capacity of Rod Laver Are- 
na — for each of the last four days 
of the tournament. 

Muchova's opponent will be 22nd- 
seeded Jennifer Brady, who beat 
fellow American and good friend 
Jessica Pegula 4-6, 6-2, 6-1. Brady 
reached her second Grand Slam 
semifinal, following a run that far at 
the U.S. Open in September. 

"| hope | make it a habit," Brady 
said. "Hopefully | have a new habit 
of making finals." 

She struggled at times and gave 
her racket an angry toss midway 
through the second set. But the 
unseeded Pegula, who advanced 
beyond the third round at a major 
for the first time, appeared to tire 
down the stretch. 

"We're such good friends," Brady 
said. "I'm really happy for her suc- 
cess. | know we'll be having a lot 
more tough battles." 

Medvedev beat Andrey Rublev, 
his friend and teammate on Rus- 
sia's ATP Cup-winning squad, by a 
7-5, 6-3, 6-2 score and will take a 
19-match winning streak into the 
semifinals. 

It's never easy,’ Medvedev said 
about playing a pal. "But, | mean, 
we're all so competitive. During the 
match, you can see nothing mat- 
ters. Just need to win." 

The No. 4-seeded Medvedev hasn't 
dropped a set to No. /7-seeded 
Rublev in four tour-level matches. 
That includes their meeting in the 
U.S. Open quarterfinals last year. 
Medvedev called for the trainer af- 
ter the match to massage his left 
thigh as he sat in a courtside chair 
before a TV interview. 

"| started cramping. | knew he was 
cramping, also," Medvedev said. 
"At the end, | locked completely." 
Medvedev Is into the semifinals of a 
major for the third time and is one 
of two Russians into the semifinals 
at Melbourne Park. He joins 114th- 
ranked Aslan Karatsev, a qualifier 
in the main draw of a major for the 
first time, who plays top-ranked No- 
vak Djokovic for a spot in the final. 
Muchova played poorly at the 
start of her second major quarter- 
final, and Barty raced to a 5-0 lead 
while losing only six points. After 
nine games, Muchova had one 
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winner and 18 unforced errors. 
Early in the second set, she took a 
medical timeout that lasted near- 
ly 10 minutes, which players are 
allowed to do ff it's determined 
they're having a problem that goes 
beyond cramps. 

Sunny weather, with the tempera- 
ture in the mid-80s (30 degrees Cel- 
sius), was a factor, MUChova said. 
"| think it was a bit of the heat," she 
said. "It got fo me, and | was feeling 
kind of dizzy, really lost and almost 
fainting. | just asked for help." 
Medical personnel took her tem- 
perature, checked her blood pres- 
sure and gave her ice before she 
left the court. When Muchova re- 
turned, she played much better. 

"| tried to play a bit faster rallies so 
we don't play long ones as in the 
first set," she said, "and it worked 
well." 

Barty had no complaints about 
Muchova halting play. 

"It's within the rules," Barty said. 
"She's within her rights to take that 
time. That shouldn't be a massive 
turning point in the match. I'm dis- 
appointed | let that be a turning 
point." 

Comebacks have been a staple in 
the tournament for Muchova, who 
rallied in earlier matches to win sets 
after trailing 5-O and 4-0. 

Against Barty, she began moving 
into the court to hit her ground- 
strokes earlier. Barty, OUshed be- 
hind the baseline, became indeci- 
sive and erratic. 

During one stretch, Muchova won 
eight of nine games. Barty finished 
with 37 unforced errors and lost 
serve four times in the final two sets. 
"| just overplayed," Barty said. "I just 
pressed a little bit too much, and 
gave up too many cheap errors at 
some pretty critical times." 

Brady was in a two-week hard lock- 
down before the Australian Open 
because she was among the play- 
ers who shared a charter flight fo 
Australia with someone who later 
tested positive for COVID-19. 

The tradeoff for that initially was 
some freedom of movement in 
Australia. 

Crowds of up to 30,000 a day, 
roughly 50% of what's normally 
seen at the tournament, were al- 
lowed into Melbourne Park — al- 
though the daily attendance 
never topped 22,500 — before the 
lockdown was imposed. 

This was the first Grand Slam tour- 
nament since last year's Australian 
Open to permit thousands of peo- 
ple to sit in the stands. 

Wimbledon was canceled, the U.S. 
Open barred fans entirely, and the 
French Open let about 1,000 spec- 
tators per day.L] 


